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Call for Artists: Mural Art Installation for the COVE, Homeless 
Family Shelter in Carroll County 

Issued by: 
Human Services Programs of Carroll County, Inc. 
10 Distillery Drive  
 Westminster, MD 21157 
(410) 386-6648   
vslinkman@hspinc.org 
hspinc.org 
RFP Issue Date: October 31, 2025 
Proposal Due Date: December 5, 2025 
 
1. Project Overview 

HSP is seeking proposals from artists or artist teams to design, create, and install two original 
murals at the homeless family shelter located at 115 Stoner Avenue Westminster, MD 21157. The 
goal is to create uplifting, welcoming, and inclusive public art that fosters hope, healing, and 
community for families experiencing housing insecurity.   

2. Project Goals & Intent 

The mural project aims to: 

• Brighten and beautify shared spaces within the shelter 
• Inspire a sense of hope, safety, dignity, and belonging 
• Reflect the diversity, strength, and resilience of families and children 
• Encourage community engagement and connection 

Murals will be installed in high-visibility indoor areas of the shelter (specific locations listed below) 
and must be appropriate for all ages. 

3. Mural Locations & Dimensions 

Final mural locations will be determined during a site visit. Approximate areas include: 

1. Main Lobby Entrance Wall – approx. 17' L x 8' 4"H 



   

 

   

 

2. Family Great Room Wall – approx. 25.25’L x 9’H 

Exact dimensions will be verified and shared during the selection process. 

4. Eligibility 

This opportunity is open to: 

• Individual artists or artist teams 
• Student artists in need of community service hours  
• Artists based in Carroll County, MD  
• Artists who can demonstrate cultural sensitivity and alignment with the shelter’s mission  

All selected artists must pass background checks due to the nature of the setting. 

5. Budget 

The total budget for both murals is $2,000, which must cover: 

• Artist fees 
• Materials and supplies 
• Surface preparation and protective coatings 
• Travel and installation 

Artists may submit proposals for one or both murals. Budgets will be allocated accordingly. 

6. Proposal Requirements 

Please submit a proposal that includes the following: 

• Artist Statement (1 page max): Describe your artistic approach and interest in this project. 
• Design Concept(s): Include initial sketches or visual concepts for the mural(s) you’re 

proposing. 
• Previous Work Samples: Up to 10 images with descriptions. 
• Project Timeline: Proposed schedule for design, approval, and installation. 
• Detailed Budget: Itemized costs. 
• Resume or CV 
• References: 2 professional references. 

If proposing multiple murals, indicate whether your design concepts are related thematically or 
stand-alone. 



   

 

   

 

7. Evaluation Criteria 

Proposals will be reviewed based on: 

• Artistic merit and originality 
• Relevance to project goals and themes 
• Feasibility within timeline and budget 
• Community engagement potential 
• Cultural competency and sensitivity 

8. Timeline 

Milestone Date 
RFP Released          10/31/2025 
Deadline for Questions          11/21/2025 
Proposal Submission Deadline          12/5/2025 
Selection/Notification         12/12/2025 
Site Visit / Design Finalization      December 2025  
Installation Period 1/5/2026-1/23/2026 
Completion Deadline          1/23/2026 

 

9. Submission Instructions 

Please submit all materials via email to: 

         vslinkman@hspinc.org 

 Subject Line: "Mural Proposal – Family Shelter" 

10. Contact for Questions 
For more information: 

    Vickie Slinkman, (410) 386-6648 
         vslinkman@hspinc.org 
 

11. Additional Notes 

• The mission of HSP is to give HOPE, inspire CHANGE, and provide OPPORTUNITY by 
mobilizing our community in the fight against poverty.  Content should reflect our mission 
and can include the words: hope, change and opportunity. 



   

 

   

 

• The COVE stands for Center of Opportunity, Value and Empowerment.  Content should 
reflect the name of the shelter and can include the name. 

• The shelter serves children and families. All content must be family friendly.   
• Artists may be asked to adapt their designs based on community or shelter feedback. 
• Finalists may be invited for an interview or presentation. 
• Artists will work with HSP staff on a schedule to access the space, including nights and 

weekends if needed.   
• The shelter is under construction, which should be completed in November.  The shelter 

will remain vacant during the time of the mural installation.   
• The preferred art styles are street, abstract, modern, contemporary and pop.  Inspiration 

photos are shown below: 
 

       

       

We look forward to seeing your creative ideas to help transform the shelter into a space of beauty, 
safety, and inspiration. 


